
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING, 315 WESTFIELD AVE., CLARK, N.J. 

March 19, 2012 

 

 

ROLL CALL:  

 

Present: Council Members Albanese, Barr, Kazanowski, Mazzarella, O'Connor, Toal, Whiting 

 

Also Present: Mayor Sal Bonaccorso, John Laezza, Business Administrator; Howard Lesnik, 

Acting Township Attorney; Edith Merkel, Township Clerk; Richard O’Connor, Township 

Engineer. 

 

The Regular Meeting of the Municipal Council of the Township of Clark was called to order at 

7:30 P.M. by Council President Whiting. She asked all present to participate in a moment of 

silence, following the salute to the Flag. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG - MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 

This meeting is in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act as adequate notice of this 

meeting has been provided by mailing the Annual Schedule of meetings to the Star Ledger, 

Union County LocalSource, and NJTODAY.NET, by posting such Annual Meeting Schedule on 

the bulletin board in Town Hall reserved for such announcements and the filing of said Notice 

with the Township Clerk of Clark. Formal action may be taken at this meeting.  

 

Motion to Suspend the Regular Order of Business made by Councilman Kazanowski, seconded 

by Councilman O’Connor 

 

Council President Whiting directed roll call: 

Aye: Albanese, Barr, Kazanowski, Mazzarella, O’Connor, Toal, Whiting 

 

Presentation of Police Awards:    

 

Distinguished Service Award: Det. Kevin Shackleton 

 

Life Saving Award:   Patrolman Brian Renda 

     Patrolman Kenneth Sarnecki 

     Patrolman Thomas Sarnecki 

     Patrolman Joseph Teston 

     Patrolman Marty Venezio (2 Life Saving Awards) 

 

Platoon Award:    Lt. James Rapp 

     Sgt. Vincent Concina 

     Patrolman John Ehling 

     Patrolman Daniel Pitts 

     Patrolman Brian Renda 
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Motion to Resume the Regular Order of Business made by Councilwoman Albanese, seconded 

by Councilman Barr 

 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR AND REPORTS OF TOWNSHIP 
OFFICERS: (Full transcript on file in the Clerk’s office 

 

Mayor Bonaccorso: 

 

1. Bulky clean-up again has started for this year, Ward 1 is week 1, Ward 2 is week 2 etc. 

Call the DPW to book an appointment 

2. Easter Egg Hunt  

3. Spring lawn, leaf and branch clean-up, now until the end of April. May 1 starts monthly 

branch clean-up; put them out the 3
rd

 week to be picked up the 4
th

 week 

4. Today in America; national TV show, hosted by Steelers QB Terry Bradshaw; Clark has 

been chosen as one of the best suburban communities in America to work, live, and play.  

It’s about economics, it’s about safety and a condition of the community and it’s about 

the recreation aspects that we provide. The TV cameras will be here either at the end of 

May or the beginning of June to be filming our wonderful community. We are very proud 

for the second time, the second time to bring you national recognition to this great town.  

The first time as you recall Bloomsburg Business Week magazine nationally chose us as 

the 10
th

 Best Affordable Suburban Community in America. It’s a great, great distinction 

for this community. It’s the work of a lot of good people here and you as citizens of this 

town. I truly believe that and I know the Council truly believes that we are the very best 

and now we have national recognition of this great award.  

5. Librarian Patty Anderson; several people who had visited the Clark Library from 

Pennsylvania and New York, came to the Library in recent weeks to get information on 

local schools and real estate opportunities. They specifically mentioned two surveys 

where the Township of Clark was mentioned as one of the top 10 places to live in 

American through the Bloomberg Weekly and of course the New Jersey Monthly 

Magazine as a top 25 town.  

 

Township Clerk: February Police and Fire Reports are available in the Clerk’s office 

 

REPORT OF COUNCIL COMMITTEES: (Full transcript available in the Clerk’s office) 

 

Councilwoman Albanese: 

1.  ALJ’s spring musical Evita. Performances will be held on Thursday, Friday and 

Saturday, March 22
nd

, 23
rd

 and 24
th

. 

2.  National Library Week: April 10
th

 at 10:00 am, movie Happy Feet 2, and that same day 

Lego Club meeting for grades 1 thru 5. April 11
th

 at 2:30 Library scavenger hunt for 

grades K thru 5. Thursday night movie “We bought a Zoo” at 6:30 and that’s rated PG. 

Friday  “Lets Bloom Together”  ages 3 through 10. For adults; April 15
th

 at 2:00 pm 

“Hollywood Musicals with Skip Unger”  April 26
th

 at 7:00 pm the Friends of the Library 

is sponsoring a book talk, author Alex Shipling will be signing a book. The book is the 

Case of the Unknown Woman, which is a true story about a murder that happened in 

Rahway in 1887. If you remember Clark use to be a part of that geographic area of 
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Rahway. The author will have books available to sign, etc. Open House tours of the 

Library to celebrate National Library Week  April 10
th

 at 5:30 or Thursday, April 12
th

 at 

11:00 am. Beginning Excel class to be held on Mondays starting on April 2
nd

 from 11:30 

to 1:30.  

 

Councilman Barr: Fire Department reminder; we’ve had some very warm dry weather and very 

little rain if you discard your cigarettes or anything with a flame, just make sure it’s out, because 

it catches fire and spreads very quickly 

 

Councilman Kazanowski: No report  

 

Councilman Mazzarella: Police Liaison; congratulated the police officers that were here this 

evening who received awards. Thank you for your commitment to our community and dedication 

in keeping our community as safe as it can be  

 

Councilman O'Connor: No report 

 

Councilman Toal: 

1. Environmental Commission; Rahway River Clean-up, April 28
th

 from 9:00 am to  

12 noon. They start getting together around 8:15/8:30 at the Winfield Park Dam.  

2. Ivy Street; reconstruction with new curbing  

3. Adams Street; at the end of Gertrude Street had a recent incident there involving a traffic 

pedestrian accident - new delineator separators - please slow down  

 

Council President Whiting: 

1. Recreation: Annual Easter Egg Hunt March 31
st
 at 12 noon at the Rec Center.  Easter 

Bunny, make your own Easter Basket, go on an egg hunt, play games and win prizes.  

Program Registration: volleyball, golf for juniors, kiddie baseball, aviation, kiddie tennis, 

field hockey, ceramics, sports squirts, middle school tennis clinic, Zumba, little bakers, 

the world of magic, junior science, skateboarding, women’s softball, co-ed volleyball, 

spring ice hockey, adult tennis and much more. Information for all of the above classes 

can be obtained at the Rec Center or going onto our website www.ourclark.com  and 

downloading a registration form. You can drop it off or mail it to the Rec Department. Do 

not wait until the last minute to register as the classes fill up fast. Clark Recreation can 

also get discount tickets for Hershey Park, Great Adventure and many other theme parks.  

Recreation Summer Camp; in person registration on April 3
rd

 and 4
th

 from 7 to 8:30 pm 

at the Rec Center. Recreational Tennis Camp will also take place in person April 3
rd

 and 

4
th

 from 7 to 8:30 pm.  

2. Clark Community Pool; the Pool applications are available now on www.ourclark.com  

website or you can pick up a flyer throughout the Municipal Building. Our open house 

will take place on Saturday, May 19
th

 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm at the Pool. You can 

register then in person, have your picture taken or validate your cards. Do not mail in 

your cards please, we will validate them at the Pool. Prices for the Pool remain the same 

as last year   

 

 

http://www.ourclark.com/
http://www.ourclark.com/
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ORDINANCES, APPROPRIATIONS AND CLAIMS: 

PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED ORDINANCES: 

(No written objections were received in connection with the following Ordinances.) 

 

Ordinance 12-03 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CLARK, 

CHAPTER 325, ARTICLE V THEREOF, ENTITLED LIMOUSINES, TO CHANGE 

THE FEES FOR A LICENSE TO OPERATE 

 

 

Council President Whiting opened the Public Hearing on Ordinance 12-03 

Seeing no one coming forward Councilman Kazanowski made a motion to close the Public 

Hearing, seconded by Councilwoman Albanese 

 

Council President Whiting directed roll call: 

Aye: Albanese, Barr, Kazanowski, Mazzarella, O’Connor, Toal, Whiting 

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance 12-03 made by Councilman O’Connor, seconded by Councilman 

Mazzarella 

 

Discussion: None 

 

Council President Whiting directed roll call: 

Aye: Albanese, Barr, Kazanowski, Mazzarella, O’Connor, Toal, Whiting 

 

Ordinance Adopted 

 

 

Ordinance 12-04 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION 

LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK 

(N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14) 

  

Council President Whiting opened the Public Hearing on Ordinance 12-04 

 

MaryAnn Desporta, 955 Lake Ave.: Requested an explanation about the ordinances 

 

John Laezza: Basically the #1 Ordinance each community has their own set of fees for taxi and 

limousine licenses. The State of New Jersey licenses taxis and limousine’s for the State of New 

Jersey by a statutory rule (tape inaudible – rustling of papers, tape on file in Clerk’s Office) our 

local fee structure to the State’s fee structure.  

 

MaryAnn Desporta: So it’s increasing a fee? 
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John Laezza: I have no idea what the fee is. 

 

Township Clerk: Council President may I…it actually decreases the fee, the limousine company 

pays $50.00 and then they pay $10.00 for each car. It’s not a taxpayer fee at all, it’s just for the 

limousine companies. 

 

MaryAnn Desporta: Thank you, so moving on to #2. 

 

John Laezza: The Ordinance #2 is basically a process whereby each year the state has a CAP on 

the amount of appropriation that you can increase your budget set forth by the State of New 

Jersey, this year that amount is 2.5%. Secondly, they give the towns an opportunity to pass an 

ordinance for the 1% in case they need it for an urgent manner rather than wait for the 

emergency. We do not use that excess fee but it gives us a safeguard for next year in case 

something comes up that will keep us within the statutory guidelines that’s set by the State of 

New Jersey Department of Treasury.  

 

MaryAnn Desporta: So it’s a rainy day fund if you will to exceed what the budget amount is? 

 

John Laezza: A rainy day authorization to increase your appropriation over and above the 2.5% 

limitation. We have never used it. It’s just a safeguard to accommodate if an emergency should 

approach.  

 

Marge Berson, 7 Winters Ct.: So if I understand this correctly…I thought the State’s CAP is 2%, 

you said its 2 ½. 

 

John Laezza: Well there are two sets of CAP’s in Trenton. There’s the 2 ½ % CAP on 

appropriations and there’s a 2% CAP on the levy, the amount to be raised by taxation. So you 

can raise your expenses to 2½ %, we just have to have enough revenue to offset that so you don’t 

increase your levy by 2%. 

 

Marge Berson: I understand. So does that mean that we are not raising our budget by 3 ½ %. 

 

John Laezza: Yes. We are not raising the budget, we have the ability to do it if we need it but we 

do not need it. But it gives us a CAP bank for next year.  

 

Marge Berson: Okay. And what are we doing about the savings that we had on snow removal for 

this winter…do they get rolled forward? 

 

John Laezza: You can’t roll them forward. Yes they did effectively because we had anticipated 

an extra hundred thousand dollars in surplus to balance this year’s budget. And that’s the excess 

money we had left over from last year.  

 

Marge Berson: So it’s put into some kind of reserve, is it not? 

 

John Laezza: It’s put into a reserve to accommodate your budget yes. 
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Marge Berson: Thank you. 

 

Seeing no one else coming forward Councilman Kazanowski made a motion to close the Public 

Hearing, seconded by Councilwoman Albanese 

 

Council President Whiting directed roll call: 

Aye: Albanese, Barr, Kazanowski, Mazzarella, O’Connor, Toal, Whiting 

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance 12-04 made by Councilman O’Connor, seconded by Councilman 

Mazzarella 

 

Council President Whiting directed roll call: 

Aye: Albanese, Barr, Kazanowski, Mazzarella, O’Connor, Toal, Whiting 

 

Discussion:  

 

Councilman Kazanowski: Mr. Laezza we’ve been doing this for several years now and we’ve 

never went you know above that. 

 

John Laezza: We’ve never used it. We’ve (tape inaudible) in our budget, we maintain our fund 

balance and we are fiscally sound. 

 

Councilman Kazanowski: Thank you. 

 

Councilwoman Albanese: Just one other point…but if we do decide to use it that would also 

come and be on the agenda at a meeting voted upon. 

 

John Laezza: If you use it you’ll be using it in your 2013 budget because we have our 2012 

budget ready for a public hearing in April. 

 

No additional discussion 

 

Council President Whiting directed roll call: 

Aye: Albanese, Barr, Kazanowski, Mazzarella, O’Connor, Toal, Whiting 

 

Ordinance Adopted 

 

INTRODUCTION OF PROPOSED ORDINANCES: 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO SUPPLEMENT CHAPTER 347-36A OF THE CODE 

OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CLARK ENTITLED “TURN PROHIBITIONS” 

 

 BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Body of the Township of Clark as follows: 

 

SECTION 1:       Section 347-36A of the Code of the Township of Clark is hereby 

supplemented  as follows: 
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 Left turn is prohibited from 162 Central Avenue onto Raritan Road. 

 

SECTION 2: Inconsistent Ordinances:  Any ordinances of the Township of Clark which 

are inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed to 

the extent of such inconsistency. 

 

SECTION 3: Effective Date:  This Ordinance shall take effect upon adoption and upon 

publication according to law. 

 

 

John Laezza: Madame President may I explain this ordinance. At the Raritan Exxon on Raritan 

and (Central Avenue) there is a sign there that says “no left turn”. Well that sign never had a 

proper ordinance, so if anybody made a left turn and was given a ticket, they would have beaten 

the ordinance because we didn’t have one. This is correcting that shortfall. And the public 

hearing will be in April. 

 

Motion to introduce ordinance made by Councilman Mazzarella, seconded by Councilman 

Kazanowski 

 

Discussion: None 

 

Council President Whiting directed roll call: 

Aye: Albanese, Barr, Kazanowski, Mazzarella, O’Connor, Toal, Whiting 

 

PAYMENT OF CLAIMS: Councilman O’Connor, Chairman of Finance committee made a 

motion to approve the payment of claims on current and capital expenditures in the amount of 

$366,815.74 for the period ending March 15, 2012, seconded by Councilwoman Albanese 

 

Council President Whiting directed roll call: 

Aye: Albanese, Barr, Kazanowski, Mazzarella, O’Connor, Toal, Whiting 

 

CITIZEN HEARING ON THE AGENDA: 

Each person addressing the Council shall first give his/her name and address to the Clerk. All 

remarks shall be addressed to the Council as a body and shall not exceed 10 minutes in duration. 

 

Council President Whiting opened the Citizen Hearing on the Agenda 

 

Seeing no one coming forward Councilman Kazanowski made a motion to close the Citizen 

Hearing on the Agenda, seconded by Councilwoman Albanese 

 

Council President Whiting directed roll call: 

Aye: Albanese, Barr, Kazanowski, O’Connor, Toal, Mazzarella, Whiting 

 

 

 



Regular Council Meeting March 19, 2012……..………………………………………... 8 

RESOLUTIONS:  

 

Resolution 12-43 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Township of Clark that it hereby authorizes 

the Mayor and/or Business Administrator to execute an Agreement with The Monmouth Ocean 

Hospital Services Corporation (MONOC) located at 4806 Megill Road, Neptune, New Jersey 

07753 to provide 911 Emergency Medical Telephone Call Screening and Dispatch Services 

commencing April 2, 2012 and terminating December 31, 2013. 

 

Moved by Councilman Barr, seconded by Councilman O’Connor 

 

Discussion:  

 

John Laezza: Madame President…this is a change of venue from the Atlantic Health Services 

that we did have in Clark. They charged us $2,500.00 a quarter; they sold their business to 

MONOC Monmouth Ocean Hospital. And we are now going to be paying $1,750.00 a quarter, 

so we’ve saved $800.00 a quarter. 

 

Council President Whiting: Very good…for the same services. 

 

John Laezza: Yes for the same services. 

 

Councilman Kazanowski: John is this when you call in a 911 call and there’s a medical 

emergency that would transfer right to them for medical expertise. 

 

John Laezza: Yes. 

 

Mayor Bonaccorso: And also they keep, Rich, the citizen on the phone asking questions like, is 

the person this, is the person that, and then the police department can dispatch it. 

 

Councilman Kazanowski: Very good. 

 

Councilman Mazzarella: John we’ve been doing something similar to this in the past? 

 

John Laezza: The last twelve years. 

 

Council President Whiting directed roll call: 

Aye: Albanese, Barr, Kazanowski, Mazzarella, O’Connor, Toal, Whiting 

 

*********************  
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Resolution 12-44 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Township of Clark that it hereby 

authorizes the Business Administrator to execute an Agreement with Kevin O’Brien, P.P. of 

Shamrock Enterprises, Ltd., Madison House, Suite B, 866 Madison Avenue, Rahway, New 

Jersey 07065 for Professional Planning Services at the rate of One Hundred Thirty Dollars 

($130.00) per hour. 

John Laezza: This is a Professional Planner that we have to have on board in case we want to 

make any changes to our zoning or planning ordinances. We have no specific assignment for him 

at the time but just as we have professional planners available to provide a service at the same 

rate that we pay our engineer. 

 

Moved by Councilman Mazzarella, seconded by Councilwoman Albanese 

 

Discussion: None 

 

Council President Whiting directed roll call: 

Aye: Albanese, Barr, Kazanowski, Mazzarella, O’Connor, Toal, Whiting 

 

Council sitting as the Swim Pool Uitility: 

 

Resolution 12-45 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Municipal Pool Utility (Township Council) that the following 

appointments are made for the Clark Community Pool 2012 season, ending 

December 31, 2012. 

 

 

   Mike Kozlowski   Director 

   31 Wall Street 

   Cranford, NJ 07016 

 

   Katlin Mooney   Assistant Manager 

   1 Park Street 

   Clark, NJ 07066 

 

   Jessica Funk    Assistant Manager 

   1093 Maurice Avenue 

   Clark, NJ 07066 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council President is hereby authorized and 

directed to enter into an employment contract with each of the above mentioned employees. 

 

Moved by Councilman Kazanowski, seconded by Councilman Barr 

 

Discussion:  

 

Council President Whiting directed roll call: 

Aye: Albanese, Barr, Kazanowski, Mazzarella, O’Connor, Toal, Whiting 

  

Resolution 12-46 

 

WHEREAS the Governing Body of the Township of Clark advertised on February 23, 

2012 for receipt of bids on March 7, 2012  at 10:00 am for Operating and Maintaining of the 

Pool Food Concession Stand; and 

 

WHEREAS no bidders responded. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Township of 

Clark that it hereby authorizes the re-advertisement of bids for the Pool Food Concession. 

 

Council President Whiting: Everybody knows now it’s back at the same price. We did not get 

bidders last time. 

 

Councilman Kazanowski: For John…if we go out again for bids and no bids come back again, 

what happens then? 

 

John Laezza: Then you would have the right to negotiate with the people who basically provided 

the services.  

 

Moved by Councilman Toal, seconded by Councilwoman Albanese 

 

Council President Whiting directed roll call: 

Aye: Albanese, Barr, Kazanowski, Mazzarella, O’Connor, Toal, Whiting 

 

********************  

Resolution 12-47 

 

WHEREAS the Governing Body of the Township of Clark advertised on 

 February 23, 2012 and received one (1) bid for Specifications and Obligations for the Pool 

Maintenance for Seasons 2012 and 2013 on March 7, 2012 at 10:00 am; and 

 

 WHEREAS the one (1) bidder was Aquatic Service Inc. in the amount of $24,942.00 for 

2012 and $26,200.00 for 2013; and 
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WHEREAS the Business Administrator has reviewed all the documents required by the 

bid specifications and recommends award of contract to Aquatic Service Inc. in the amount of 

$24,942.00 for 2012 and $26,200.00 for 2013; and 

 

 WHEREAS the Chief Financial Officer has ascertained funds will be available subject to 

the adoption of the 2012 and 2013 Municipal Budgets. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Township of 

Clark that they hereby award a contract to Aquatic Service, Inc. in the amount of $24,942.00 for 

2012 and $26,200.00 for 2013 subject to review of the bid by the Township Attorney who will 

draw up the contract. 

 

Moved by Council President Whiting, seconded by Councilman Kazanowski 

 

Discussion: None 

 

Council President Whiting directed roll call: 

Aye: Albanese, Barr, Kazanowski, Mazzarella, O’Connor, Toal, Whiting 

 

CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS:  

 

Resolution 12-48 

 

WHEREAS the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act, P.L.1987, c.102, has 

established a recycling fund from which tonnage grant may be made to municipalities in order to 

encourage local source separation and recycling programs; and 

 

WHEREAS it is the intent and the spirit of the Mandatory Source Separation and 

Recycling Act to use the tonnage grants to develop new municipal recycling programs and to 

continue and to expand existing programs; and 

 

WHEREAS The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection has promulgated 

recycling regulations to implement the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act; and 

 

WHEREAS the recycling regulations impose on municipalities certain requirements as a 

condition for applying for tonnage grants, including but not limited to, making and keeping 

accurate, verifiable records of materials collected and claimed by the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS a resolution authorizing this municipality to apply for the 2011 Recycling 

Tonnage Grant will memorialize the commitment of this municipality to recycling and to 

indicate the assent of the Clark Township Council to the efforts undertaken by the municipality 

and the requirements contained in the Recycling Act and recycling regulations; and 

 

 WHEREAS such a resolution should designate the individual authorized to ensure the 

application is properly completed and timely filed. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Township of 

Clark that they hereby endorse the submission of the recycling tonnage grant application to the 

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and designate Public Works Supervisor, 

Scott McCabe to ensure that the application is properly filed; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the monies received from the recycling tonnage 

grant be deposited in a dedicated recycling trust fund to be used solely for the purposes of 

recycling. 

 

******************* 

Resolution 12-49 

 

WHEREAS in accordance with a request from the Treasurer/CFO for authorization to 

refund overpayment of 2012 sewer fees; the Mayor has recommended to Council that such 

authorization be granted.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Township of 

Clark, that the Treasurer/CFO is hereby authorized and directed to make the following refunds as 

per the attached schedule. 

 

 

CLARK TOWNSHIP 
     SEWER REFUNDS - 2012 
     

        REF # Account # Name # Address Reason  Refund  

12 1 4206-0 Antonio Ferreira 318 West Lane overpayment  $   25.00  

12 2 3852-0 Pedro Matos 21 Picton Street overpayment  $   25.00  

       

 
_________  

       
 $   50.00  

         

**********************  

Resolution 12-50 

 

WHEREAS the Treasurer/CFO has certified that sewer utility accounts require balance 

adjustments; and 

 

 WHEREAS the Business Administrator has reviewed the attached list and approved the 

sewer fee adjustments. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township 

of Clark, County of Union, State of New Jersey, that the Treasurer/CFO be authorized to apply 

the sewer account balance adjustments according to the attached schedule: 

 

***********************  
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Resolution 12-51 

 

WHEREAS in accordance with a request from the Tax Collector for authorization to 

refund overpayment of 2010, 2011 and 2012 taxes; the Mayor has recommended to Council that 

such authorization be granted. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Township of 

Clark, that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized and directed to make the following 

refunds: 

 

BLOCK LOT QUAL NAME # ADDRESS  REFUND  YEAR 

6 4   Russo, Nicholas 8 Owens Drive  $     18.40  2011 

          Warren, NJ 07059     

        25 Schwin Drive     

30.07 42   Li, Guifeng 100 Meadow Road  $     14.26  2011 

40 51   Giordano, Marilyn 551 Madison Hill Rd  $   247.89  2010 

52 20.11   Shackleton, Judith 474 Madison Hill Rd  $     74.92  2011 

82 5   Gardner, Jennifer 16 Prescott Turn  $1,643.23  2012 

88 9   Mortagua, Jorge 59 Cornell Drive  $     29.76  2010 

88.01 30.06   Hudziak, Richard 36 Adams Street  $4,367.43  2010 

163 7   Volpe, Gloria 3799 
S Banana River 
Blvd  $   146.41  2011 

          Unit 828     

          
Cocoa 
Beach,Fl32931     

        213 East Lane     

73 7   Mason, Eric 272 Westfield Ave  $1,833.19  2012 

                

      Refund Amount      $8,375.49    

 

Motion to adopt Consent Agenda made by Councilman Toal, seconded by Councilwoman 

Albanese 

 

Council President Whiting directed roll call: 

Aye: Albanese, Barr, Kazanowski, Mazzarella, O’Connor, Toal, Whiting 

 

NEW BUSINESS ON THE CALENDAR: None 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

Each person addressing the Council shall first give his/her name and address to the Clerk. All 

remarks shall be addressed to the Council as a body and shall not exceed 10 minutes in duration. 

 

Council President Whiting opened the public portion of the meeting 

 

Doug Ritter, 40 Tudor Drive: Pool question; operating budget 

 

John Laezza: It’s self-sustaining.  
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Marge Berson, 7 Winters Ct.: Commented on development issues (Full transcript available in the 

Clerk’s office) 

 

Maryann Desporta, 955 Lake Ave.: Commented on the Planning Board process regarding the 

Miele property (Full transcript available in the Clerk’s office) 

 

Seeing no one else coming forward Councilman Kazanowski made a motion to close the public 

portion of the meeting, seconded by Councilman O’Connor 

 

Council President Whiting directed roll call: 

Aye: Albanese, Barr, Kazanowski, Mazzarella, O’Connor, Toal, Whiting 

 

MAYOR, COUNCIL AND PROFESSIONAL COMMENTS:  

 

Mayor Bonaccorso: Yes Madame President good evening…I do have comments that I wanted to 

make on the Miele’s project tonight prior to Ms. Desporta coming up here. I would be more than 

happy to answer some of her questions, and conspiracies, and concerns about the Miele’s project 

and I would be very, very happy to do that on the record here.  

 

Today I took a few minutes to go back onto the Clark Neighbors website about the Miele’s 

project. Before I start out I would like to truthfully and honestly tell the neighbors of the Miele’s 

Project that I get it, I understand your feelings, and you have every right to your feelings. There 

is absolutely no one here in this community that says that you are not allowed to have those 

feelings, there are people that agree with your feeling, disagree with your feelings, and there’s 

those of us who are going to completely follow the laws of New Jersey State Planning and the 

laws that we need to govern this town in. Laws, ladies and gentlemen, some of us may agree, not 

agree. You may go down the street that is a 25 (mph) and you get a ticket going 35 (mph) and 

you don’t think that the road should be a 25 (mph), well it is what it is. There are laws governing 

these projects. Today as I went through the homeowner’s website there were questions that I 

have the answers to. Why is the Miele’s project plan being rushed to the planning board? That 

was I guess at the very beginning. Well from what I understood, and what I investigated, there 

was no rush. It took an absolute normal course of business action through the construction office 

through the DRC and into the Planning Board’s hands. Why is the property not being kept in the 

R150 zone that is up there adjacent to the Miele project? Well, in 1991, the Mayor and Council 

at the time were handed down with a Mount Laurel decision that they had to provide for low 

income housing. There is a formula that is done that a lot of people don’t understand and people 

who vote on it sometimes may not understand it. But because of that, the governing body and 

Mayor at the time had to identify large pieces of vacant land, or land that could be used that way, 

such as: the Esposito Farm, the Schiefersteins Farm, the Miele Farm, and to say if these areas 

were developed we would put so many low income units up there. I particularly don’t agree with 

that, it is not my decision; it is a Mount Laurel decision, it was done through the courts. If I can’t 

afford to join Baltusrol Golf Course, then I don’t join Baltusrol Golf Course. If I can’t afford to 

live in a certain community, then I don’t live in that community, but the laws of New Jersey are 

not such of what I always agree with also. Why didn’t the site plan specify no low income 

housing? That’s because the site plan has nothing to do with the low income housing. There was 

no reason, nor set aside on the site plan. We are talking about the plans handed into the 
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construction department that say, “No low income housing”. That would be done at the meeting 

the way it was done in front of the public. Why are the Mayor and Council disregarding our own 

zoning ordinance? Well, first off the Mayor and Council never disregarded any zoning 

ordinance; the Planning Board followed the zoning ordinance. I believe the reason that question 

was asked why are we in conjunction with the letter I wrote about asking for a waiver of low 

income housing to be built verses being paid for. There is a difference and by law you can do 

both. I asked the Planning Board, and I most certainly did, and I want everyone to hear this, I 

asked the Planning Board through a letter to give a waiver of building low income housing in 

this community, verses, in lieu they would be giving a donation that is called an RCA, Regional 

Contribution Agreement, this is an opportunity the towns have to sell their shares off to other 

communities, or rehab older homes in the community making them affordable to younger buyers 

that can’t afford those type homes. I most certainly did that and I am damn glad I did. And I 

would do it again tomorrow because I don’t believe we needed that up there. We are following 

the laws. Again, here we go; my personal feeling verses the law, my personal feeling is that we 

don’t need low income housing up there. Professionally as a Mayor who has to follow the law, 

who has followed the law, and who always will follow the law to the best of my known ability. 

We asked the builder not to build it, to contribute to a Regional Contribution Fund, and he did. 

Fact: He did. Do we really need more townhouses in Clark? No and I completely agree with you.  

Now here is the tough part ladies and gentlemen, it is very hard to talk about history to a person 

who was there as the history was being made. Brian Toal knows the history of…..long, long 

before probably a lot of us were born in this town, but I certainly know the history since 1995 

going forward of Clark’s government. Back in I believe it was 2000, there was a Master Plan 

Committee through the Planning Board that was going to revisit the Master Plan of our 

community, which is done periodically. All of the members of this council have voted on 

revisiting Master Plans, making changes, or choosing not to make changes. Back in 2000, over 

eight hundred people showed up at the Brewer Gyms in outrage over the Master Plan that was 

being brought forth to this community at the time. At the time Mayor Ellenport was the Mayor, I 

believe he was on the committee, and I believe the Democratic Chairwoman Nancy Sheridan 

was on the committee. I know that she was, she was a member of the Planning Board, and I 

believe that there was one other person. Again, I never kept exact notes because I didn’t think 

that I would have to. They brought forth a plan that not only left the townhouse Mount Laurel 

Zone at Miele’s, they put the same exact project less than a half a mile down the road across 

from Hehnly School, where today Daunno Construction built single family homes. That Master 

Plan Committee at that time also was asking for strip malls over where the Clark Power is, where 

the lawn mower shop is. Strip malls up on Terri and Janie Lane, up on Raritan Road across from 

the old Steak and Ale where that new office building is, high density development over at the 

Esposito project. And I laughed when I saw the politics of the Chairman running back and forth 

between the concerned citizens of Miele’s….and you are concerned and you have that right to 

be, and again, I don’t argue that right and getting up and asking questions when you put forth one 

of the most deadly Master Plans in the history of this town. It was Mayor Sal Bonaccorso, 

Members of this Council, members of the Planning Board that he appointed who took that 

Master Plan and proverbially flushed it. We put one family homes across the street at Hehnly 

School. 

 

Now folks, you might say, “Well, Mr. Mayor, why didn’t you do that up at the Miele property?” 

And I’ll give you two reasons. The Master Plan committee at that time under Ellenport didn’t 
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either, and I can’t knock them, I have to be fair in my comments. Folks, number one, none of you 

asked anyone to do that. You didn’t know, that’s understandable, there are things that I didn’t 

know before I came in government. I completely agree with you, that is a fate, and that is a fact. 

We as citizens, until we get involved, really don’t know. We are too busy. We are working. We 

are doing our thing. We hopefully trust those in charge. Now, number two, another reason why 

they couldn’t move that out of there, they would then have to find another big parcel of land to 

fulfill their Mount Laurel obligations, they have to by law folks. So Sal Bonaccorso, a 

Democratic Chairwoman, Joe Jones, Mary Smith couldn’t just sit here and say well we are 

taking that off because the question is then, well where are you putting it? Now, you who live 

there are going to say I don’t care it’s not in my front yard, and I understand that but it is in 

somebody else’s front yard. Again, we did not sit here in 1991 and make those decisions, they 

were asked to make those decisions by the State of New Jersey, and by law they had to make 

those decisions. Clark is 33% Open Space, read the Master Plan and you will see that. You might 

say, how, where, when and why. Well, take the Reservoir, take Oak Ridge Park, Hyatt Hills Golf 

Course, the pocket parks, and playgrounds we have, everything that’s so called it’s up to Open 

Space is there…..Esposito Park now, 33% of your town roughly is Open Space. Look, 

unfortunately we don’t live in Tewksbury; we don’t build one house on five acres, its Clark, 

Union County, New Jersey. When you look at that, when I go back to the disastrous Master Plan 

that was coauthored by political operatives, today who want you to forget it, who want you to 

forget that, those were the same people with their fingerprints wanting to give you more, same 

exact people. I will debate it, I can prove it, and I talk fact, not fiction, that’s a fact. It was Sal 

Bonaccorso, John Laezza, Al Barr, and the late Pete Nevargic coming back from lunch one day, 

and I said and I’ve said this here, “Geez guys, I mean, you know this Esposito with this you 

know high density housing”, “what are we going to do?” Don DiFrancesco was Governor who 

was a personal friend of ours; he was our Senator here in Clark. I said, “Do you think we should 

call Donnie and see if we can get some Open Space money through the State?” John reminded us 

of a vote that was taken by the County Freeholders to go to them…..to go to them and ask them 

for Open Space money. Councilman Toal was busting his ears trying to get that for Farmland 

Preservation, so he was a part of that trifecta I just talked about. We were all trying to do the 

same thing, to keep it open, and keep it nice. And I think Brian we achieved it whether it be a 

working farm, or a park, it is all good stuff for Clark.  

 

It was Sal Bonaccorso as Mayor who got a call from George Devanney, County Manager, and 

said, “Mayor, I am going to enter into negotiations with the Schwartz Family about the Schwartz 

Farm keeping that as Open Space, what is your take on it?” I said, “great idea” it is more Open 

Space in the Community. It was Mayor Sal Bonaccorso who got a call from County Manager 

George Devanney who asked about the Open Space at Saint Agnes Church and what I thought 

my opinion was. And I agreed with it to help fund the church, the school, and the new addition. 

It was also Sal Bonaccorso as Mayor of Clark who was called by the trustees of Hollywood 

Cemetery that is on Lake Avenue in Rahway, that it butts up to Clark Township,  and they asked 

me to help them broker the savings of ten acres back there of Open Space for this community. 

And I said, “I absolutely agree with that” and I worked with that. It was also Sal Bonaccorso as 

Mayor who agreed with the three hundred senior citizen home that sits across from my house. 

Because there are a thousand people on that list and a lot of them are from Clark that they want 

to live here and be with their children. And I agree with that and if you don’t then that’s fine. It is 

a matter of opinion; we all have a right to have one. Which helped keep L’Oreal here and to put 
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in a half a billion dollars, also to have the Feil Group invest over a hundred million dollars into 

this community that today it is recognizes as one of the best in America. We are real proud of 

that, we are real proud of that.  

 

So those are some facts, when those who are chirping in your ears and they tell you that it is not 

true, come to the microphone and I will be glad to debate that with any person who was on that 

2000 Master Plan Committee. Eight hundred people came to that gym that night in outrage of 

what was going on. Hypercritical I haven’t sat on a Planning Board meeting in quite some time. 

As Mayor my schedule takes me all over at all different times and I apologize for that. But I 

made sure that I wanted to sit on that Miele’s project. For what reason why…because I am not 

going to run and hide, I don’t care if it is an election year, or non-election year, whatever. I was 

willing to sit there, and I did for two, and then scheduling couldn’t, and it went on for six 

meetings. Which folks, in all honesty that was outrageous, but that is fine, that is the way it went. 

and I will be glad to tell any of you out here or out there if you would like to become part of this 

process there are two ways you could do it. One is through elected office and two is by handing 

me your resume for the Zoning Board or Planning Board and we will be glad to consider you and 

fill you with any openings we may have. But you are going to go to the school that we have to go 

to; you are going to spend your time understanding the laws, and what your role is. And your 

role is probably different than what you think today. When the TD Bank was being built up on 

the corner, I really thought that was going to be a nightmare to Clark, and guess what? I was 

wrong. Councilman Nevargic it was his Ward and him and I fought that in 2000. I was Mayor-

elect at the time and I was complaining about traffic and the Planning Board Chairman said to 

me, “Mr. Mayor-elect, the street traffic is not a reason for us to knock this application down. It is 

only the traffic on the site that we can vote on.” Folks, I have to tell you, I looked at him like he 

had two heads. I said to myself, “Are you crazy?” But guess what it’s true. Think about it, if it 

wasn’t true any application that came before any board, for anybody, you can say that there was 

too much traffic we’re knocking it down, and it’s kind of ridiculous. There may be times that you 

are right about that but there may be a lot of times that you are not. Some board member that 

may not like a “whatever” to go there is going to use that as an excuse to stop the progress or 

ability for someone to exercise their legal rights.  

 

Getting back to 2000, in 2001 as Mayor, one of my first actions as Mayor of this town was to call 

that attorney sitting right there Mr. Triarsi, and I said, “Joe, after Ellenport’s building, and 

townhouses, and over development… and by the way I don’t own 10% of any construction 

company in Clark, I own 100% of Bonaccorso Landscaping; I owned that before I became 

Mayor and God willing I will own that after I become Mayor. He was in office and became a 

10% owner in a local building firm, who is basically in my opinion having their way throughout 

the community. And there’s a sign on his lawn, hypocrite #1, hypocrite #1. They were jamming 

five houses on lots that there should be four or three. If you weren’t paying attention, or if you 

weren’t there at the time, ask the people who were there, you don’t have to believe me. I called 

Mr. Triarsi, I said, “Mr. Triarsi, Clark has had enough, we have had enough of condos, we had 

enough of townhouses, we had enough of apartments, I want to ban them, can I do that sir?” he 

said, “Mayor I will get back to you.” Four or five days later Joe got back to me…Joe, tell me if I 

am wrong in anything I am saying….He said that we cannot constitutionally do that, you cannot 

do that. So I tried, I asked the legal question, I tried. During Mrs. Desporta’s conversation  to the 

council and myself tonight about the opposed project… and I am going to try and go through my 
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notes one day, when she said well the deal was done. Technically Mrs. Desporta yes, you are 

correct, technically you are correct because it fit the zone that it was going to be built in. One 

unit shy of the maximum, the maximum was forty and this was thirty-nine. The builder brought a 

plan forward that you didn’t like and I get that, and that is okay with me that is fine. From a legal 

end, and there is an attorney sitting right there who does a lot of planning and development in 

other towns, turned around and it fit, the foot fit the shoe. Technically we had no other obligation 

but to pass that. He met every single comment that the Planning Board gave him, every single 

comment that citizens asked about…sidewalks, and this, and that, and whatever. There is not a 

sidewalk in any other townhouse complex in this town that I know of unless I missed one, unless 

I missed one. Marge lives right across the street from me; there is not one in there. It is a very 

nice unit. And years ago there were people complaining about Pond View when they got built. 

My family’s opinion at the time was “Hey, they are people, and they are not going to bite us. 

They are neighbors. It is going to make it look nicer than what was there” and it sure has. So 

when you say “done deal” to that letter yes I would agree with your comment. I hit a waiver and 

I told you why that. Now the question that I have is, did you guys want low income housing? 

Because if I am being condemned for writing a letter asking not to build it and legally waiving it 

through an RCA, my question is well did you want it? Because if you did I apologize, I didn’t 

get that, I understood that you didn’t want it, nor did I. And we found a legal, ethical way of 

taking care of that problem. Talk about multi-family units and different zonings that weren’t on 

the map, I don’t remember the exact same thing, I don’t know if that is true, it could be that you 

and I were robbed, you and I were robbed prior to this administration. I don’t know Ms. Desporta 

again; I didn’t read that, you could be 100%, right so I am not arguing that with you, I am 

explaining something to you that I am not sure of. Maybe it was because we didn’t have our tax 

maps updated because who Mr. Ellenport and his Planning Board hired to do that work in his 

administration was the same people who robbed this community of the oil tank project that 

started at $200,000.00, and escalated to a million seven I believe it was and to this day as we sit 

here we still don’t have closure reports on that job because they were fleas. And the Vice 

President of the oil tank company, “Oh, we’re going back to the hell days of Clark, yeah we are, 

today America wouldn’t stop here then that I guarantee you”. A matter of fact we were joking 

Union County at time. The company that robbed us of the oil tank job, the vice president of that 

company was the president of the tax map company who took a hundred grand out of this town 

and produced nothing, and was also under arrest by the New York Division of Transportation in 

New York State. We came in and put tax maps together like that (snapping of fingers), no one 

got robbed, and the job got done properly by our Engineer Richard O’Connor. So, that could be, 

I  mean I don’t know, again, I don’t know about that Ms. Desporta and I apologize for not being 

decisive on that. A comment by our Administrator…well I will say one thing, I wasn’t there, and 

I know John he’s done a lot. He gets paid as our administrator and thank God he is here, he is an 

asset. He doesn’t get paid to sit on the Planning Board; he sits on the Planning Board as a 

volunteer like all members of the Planning Board do. Because a lot of times in those meetings 

questions have to be answered by either the Mayor, or the Administrator on Planners, Master 

Plan developments, etc. and so on, and verses creating a lot of red tape, when John volunteered 

to sit on that board in 2001, I kind of said, “Why would you want to do that” and he said, 

“because Mayor one of us has always got to be there to make sure those questions get answered 

as the Board  brings it up, or we are going to backlog the schedule, there are so many days that 

we are allowed. When you hand in an application in by law it is….. 

 



Regular Council Meeting March 19, 2012……..………………………………………... 19 

Mr. Triarsi: It is 45 days from the date received for a complete application, and 120 days 

thereafter.  

 

Mayor Bonaccorso: Okay, so we have to get them to those boards at a certain time or the project 

can be built without it, okay. Cleaning up the soil is a very simple thing. Folks, you were told a 

dozen times the nights that I was there, this is a DEP matter; DEP will handle the clean-up. It 

will be done within the State Standards or that project will not be built. Things have to be met for 

us to allow certain permits and things have to happen on that project. And we will absolutely do 

that. Whether it has to go there by law, whether I like it, or dislike it is immaterial. There are 

certain Statutes of the law that have to be met for them to continue on that project, and we will 

make sure that happens like we do on every single project in Clark Township. There was a 

comment here about the Senior Housing and I put on the notes and I am sorry I might have 

missed that. But anyhow, those are the reasons that I am giving you here tonight. What I just said 

to you ladies and gentlemen again, if you don’t like it, I understand, I mean you have that right. 

There are things that I don’t like but I have to swallow every day. I think that it is going to be 

nice. I think it is going to be a good looking place. I think it is going to mirror the Log Cabin in 

many ways and we’ve never had a problem. I remember as a landscape contractor, I was young 

at the time, with my dad; we were hired by a customer up on Thomas Drive. Because all she was 

saying was is we have to plant pine trees because that ugly townhouse development is coming, 

and it is going to ruin Clark, and ruin our neighborhood. And look, I have to be honest with you, 

like the Log Cabin or not it has not been a determinant to this community. So like you, I agree, 

and I think that we have had enough of townhouses. Where we were able to save land on 

Esposito, they wanted to build townhouses over at the Schwartz Farm. When the Senior 

Housing….oh it was public that was the comment…yes there was plenty about Senior Housing, 

there were battles up here between me and Mr. Tom Carroll, the attorney for that application. 

There were law suits and it dragged on for five years. So folks, to say that you didn’t know about 

Senior Housing, and where it was going, then shame on you because it most certainly was front 

and foremost.  There were a lot of long meetings then up here about that stuff. 

 

A far as you wanting to come here to watch and make sure….we welcome you and we are glad, 

please bring your ideas and your comments.  

 

I was a little disturbed by the only one action of the families up in the Miele area. A website 

went out maybe in August…. am I thinking right? July somewhere in that in that time, I don’t 

quite remember the exact time but I remember that it was hot out…The Mayor said…and the 

Council said….and Mayor is going to do…and the Council is going to do…… but not one 

person called me, not one person said, “Hey Mayor Sal, could we come up, and sit down, and 

talk to you?” “We want to find out your position on this.” I have no problem. I tonight could of 

not said a word but I did my work and I wanted to let you know where I stood on it. And if I was 

able to make that meeting I am sorry to tell you that I would have voted yes. Because I’m not 

going to spend thirty or forty thousand dollars of your and my tax dollars to defend the project 

that you will absolutely lose in court. And I have consulted with our attorneys before that 

happened, both Mr. Triarsi, both the Planning Board Attorney, and both were heeding on the side 

of its going to fly, or the judge is going to make it fly.  
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Hence, the gym over on Terminal Avenue, the Retro Gym, the Retro Gym that was zoned for 

there, it should have went there, the Planning Board that night said, “Okay citizens we are going 

with you” the judge turned around quicker than doody through a goose and said, “build it, you 

are wrong Clark” The judge did that in Superior Court. I got a call from a gentleman up on 

Schuyler and he said, “Mr. Mayor, they promised taller trees and blah, blah, blah” I went over to 

my engineer and said, “Richard, I remember conversations about taller trees and this and that, 

what happened?” He said, “Mayor that was the deal that was going to be made between the 

citizens, the Planning Board, and the builder, but once the Board voted no everything was off the 

table. The builder went down to court and handed in his original plans and those are the plans the 

judge passed. The judge at that point is not going to say, “Well, Mr. Builder there are 20 items 

here that the Planning Board wants you to do, and you go and do it” the judge is going to look at 

the set of plans that he is given before him because the conversation that has happened at the 

Planning Board with the Developer, the citizens, and the Board means nothing to that judge.  

 

Folks, I am not sitting here lying, I am telling the truth, I’m telling you the way I know it, if you 

don’t agree I understand it, no hard feelings. I have no animosity toward anybody, and I hope 

you don’t either personally. Your decisions are what your decisions are whatever they may be 

but I am telling you from someone that has been here and who has fought those battles. Those 

chirping in your ears have a lot of dirty laundry in their closet, trust me on that, trust me on that. 

The other people who are concerned who don’t like it, that is okay, that is your opinion and we 

all have a right to that opinion. I don’t diminish your opinion but I am telling but I’m telling. The 

other thing is folks and please again anyone who would like to be a member of the Board put a 

resume together, bring it forward, when openings happen, I promise you that I will give you 

absolute consideration, absolute. Those members up on those boards are your neighbors; they get 

paid nothing to sit there. People say, “Oh well…this one is in cahoots…” Come on guys. Do you 

really think that people are in cahoots? This is not Jersey City, it is not Newark, and you don’t 

see people coming out of here in paddy wagons. These are people who are trying their best to 

follow the law, to follow the will of the community, if those two can meet. And there are a lot of 

times they are and there are certain times there’s not.  And again, they apologize for that, they 

members. Joe Pubchara sat there as a member, he understands it. Rich Kazanowski, Sheila, you 

guys were on Board with you Rich (Kazanowski) as the zoning, as council liaison years ago. 

Sheila was a member of the Planning Board…..It doesn’t matter, it is your opinion, you have to 

follow the law here, and we do follow the law here. 

 

And again, I am sorry it didn’t turn out the way you liked, I am sorry you feel that way about the 

project. As Mayor, as Council Members, I could guarantee you one thing. They are going to live 

with that plan, what they promised to deliver they are going to deliver. If there is a problem up 

there, the street, whatever it may be, feel free to call, I will be glad to help you anyway I can. 

George Sangiuliano, I know him for a long time, like I know a lot of you out there for a long 

time. He is a stakeholder in the community. He lives here, and he is not some fly by night builder 

from out of town that no one knows. He has put up some good stuff. I don’t always agree with 

everything but you know what? He is a stakeholder here like we are. So hopefully it will work, 

hopefully as it develops you will feel better about it, and if you don’t again, I apologize for that  

but there is nothing more I could do from my end of it. 

 

And I thank you very much for hearing me out, I enjoyed listening to you. Feel free to come, feel 
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free to ask questions, feel free to pick up the phone; no one is going to throw you out. We are 

glad to talk to you. If you have a legitimate honest to goodness question, call, no one has, no one 

has, feel free to do so. Try to understand the laws and what we are doing. When we do a Master 

Plan revision down the road be a part of the process, get up and ask the questions like you did 

tonight on the budget. It doesn’t make sense; I think Marge you said, “I thought that the Cap was 

two percent?” Well, you are in New Jersey, yes it is two percent here, two and a half percent 

there, this is New Jersey. So I mean you hear in the papers everyday two percent, two percent, 

and two percent then you come to me and say, “What are you talking about?” But you are here, 

you ask a question and we appreciate that. So thank you, God bless, and have a good holiday 

season coming up and be safe, thank you. I am sorry for being so long but I wanted to answer 

some of these questions.  

 

John Laezza: No comments thank you. 

 

Attorney Triarsi: I have nothing thank you. 

 

Councilwoman Albanese: Thank you…I do appreciate when citizens do come to us. Probably 

sitting here you don’t feel any better. As the Mayor said you have the right for your feelings, we 

all agree with that, but I do appreciate the fact that the Mayor did research those questions and it 

is true. I’ve been through it since 2000 and prior to that going to those planning meetings on the 

senior citizens housing. We’ve had many, many meetings on that and we did have a lot of 

difficult times. And it’s not for no reason that we’re #33, 24, etc. that we are one of the best 

places to live in Clark, that has been an evolutionary process, it doesn’t happen overnight. So 

thank you for bringing those points up Mayor and thank you to the citizens. And we do have so 

many citizens who volunteer their time on different boards whether it’s Planning Board, Library 

Board and they are our neighbors and they do it for free and we’re always looking for volunteers. 

So I’m happy that you brought up that point as well Mayor, thank you. 

 

Councilman Barr: Thank you Madame President…everything that has been going on 

tonight…I’ve been in Clark 43 years. I was here when Clark was whatever Clark was and I also 

was here when Clark started turning very bad. That’s when the Mayor ran for office and asked 

me if I wanted to run for Council. And I told him Mayor I’m not a politician and he said and I’ll 

never forget it, “I don’t want politicians, I want people who care.” And from the bottom of my 

heart I can tell you that I’ve been on since and I would not stay on if all of us sincerely weren’t 

trying to do the best for this town. And we just are for real and everybody can’t be satisfied. We 

have so many services that we do for people, I have relatives and friends that live in Scotch 

Plains, Westfield, Cranford and they said “you do what, you get that, Clark does that”, and yet 

we’ll still have a complaint where if we’re doing branch pick-up and some would say “you were 

suppose to be here on Monday, you didn’t come till Tuesday”. We really sincerely are trying to 

do the best for this town. I’ve been here as I said for 43 years. I love this town. I don’t plan to 

ever leave. And sometimes decisions just don’t work out the way you want it but that’s the way 

it is, thank you. 

 

Councilman Kazanowski: I would also like to congratulate the police officers who received their 

awards this evening. It’s very touching to your heart that we have some dedicated officers out 
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there that will not stop at anything but to do the right thing, to keep the people safe and at night 

time I can sleep very comfortably, thank you Captain. 

 

Councilman Mazzarella: Thank you…first off as I say every month please to the residents, don’t 

forget to recycle, it’s very important not only for us but for our children. Secondly I would like to 

thank the Mayor and administration for moving ahead with the curb installation along Acken 

Drive. It looks great and the residents there I’ve been talking with are very, very pleased. I want 

to thank you for that. And until next month stay safe, thank you.  

 

Councilman O'Connor: Thank you…tonight we talked a lot about community and one of the 

things that I don’t want to get passed over is how the community gives to us. For example, 

Investors Bank in late February; ALJ Athletic Department honored Investor’s Bank for their 

donation of four new score boards for the high school. The score boards were installed this year 

and this is the first time over 35 years that ALJ has had new score boards. For that I would like to 

thank Investor’s but also just again this is a community that takes care of itself. They have a few 

branches here, it’s a great community, they do for us and you know they get rewarded by having 

a great place to do business in. Again that’s thanks to the Mayor and this Council and all of the 

volunteers out there whether it be on the Planning Board, coaches, everyone. It’s a great 

community. We keep doing well and we are being recognized, thank you very much.  

 

Councilman Toal: Thank you Madame President…we lost a very dear friend of this community, 

Mr. Harry Bridgman. Mr. Bridgman was a business man entrepreneur. If you ever have gone 

over to Central Blue by Target is where it’s located. He was the owner of Central Blue but he 

was more than that, he was a resident of Rahway but he gave so much back to the community. 

To his family our deepest condolences, he was such a great guy.  

 

Township Clerk: Yes thank you…Mrs. Desporta if you would like to be on the list for your email 

I would be happy to send you an agenda. (Mrs. Desporta responding that she is already on the 

list) Oh okay you are on the list already and you know where my office is. We’ve provided all 

the documents you’ve requested, so if there’s ever anything on the agenda…I noticed you said 

you didn’t understand the ordinances or they get passed without discussion whatever, I have all 

the documents, you are welcomed to see them at any time. I can email them to you, hand them to 

you or fax them whatever you need. That also goes for anyone else. I know I spoke to Mr. Ritter, 

if you still want to give me your email address, please do, I can put anybody on that list to get the 

agenda. It’s also up on the website and we try to put as much as we can up on the website. If 

there’s a suggestion, please let me know. I’m just an email away or a phone call or stop by, thank 

you. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

Motion to adjourn made by Councilman Barr, seconded by Councilman Kazanowski 

 

Council President Whiting directed roll call: 

Aye: Albanese, Barr, Kazanowski, Mazzarella, O’Connor, Toal, Whiting 
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